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part, the British Government took on in
their entirety. It accepted the existing
arrangements as it found them, many
years elapsing even before so uncouth a
method as payment in kind gave way to
cash assessments. An instructive, because
modern, instance of this conservatism of
outlook occurs in the province of Burma.
When in 1852 the Indian Government
annexed Lower Burma, they found in
existence a capitation or poll-tax, and this
they have continued to levy, notwithstand-
ing that such an impost violates all modern
principles of finance and presses with
severity on the landless labourers. No
good reason exists why a poll-tax should
be levied in Burma and not in India.
Indeed, had not the Burmese kings in the
plenitude of their wisdom established it,
it is quite certain that the Indian Govern-
ment would never have dreamed of such
a novelty. It must be admitted that at
times, by its too earnest avoidance of
reform in conquered provinces, the
Government of India shows an unfor- ,
tunate resemblance to the Chinese tailor